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The long tail or extended flame which you see
at one side of the star, is the eruption of flame,
which, as I say, continually burns with great violence,
and is sometimes extended to an immense and im-
measurable length, even to that of many hundred
thousand millions of stadia, and blazes out for ever.

The Arabian heard this with a surprise of plea-
sure, and was even ready to kneel down and worship
him, which, you will say, it is much the Devil should
refuse: but when he was just going to inquire of him
what import this appearance was to the world, and
to Egypt more especially, and above all to the king
in particular, he was not only disappointed to the
last degree, but most miserably afflicted and sur-
prised ; for that turning his head casually from him,
or rather his head being turned, or his eyes turned
from him, he in that very moment disappeared, and
was gone.

It was in vain that the Arabian doctor ran out of
the hut or bower, and down the hill after him, to
his two servants, who always attended him at the
foot of the hill, inquiring of them if the father, the
venerable stranger, came not to them; they con-
stantly and faithfully affirmed that they had watched,
as was their duty, against wild beasts, for his security,
and that nothing had passed by them.

It was in vain also that he went back lamenting,
and calling aloud upon the stranger, whom he
styled father, to return. How is it, said he, that
you could thus far illuminate my understanding, and
reveal the secret of wisdom but in part; promising
to me a clear and perfect knowledge, arid then leave
me uninstructed, and in the dark, in the main and
grand inquiry? But no voice, no appearance re-
turned, which afflicted him sore; and the day ap-
pearing, he resolved to continue there the next night,
in hopes he might see him again in the evening, as
he had done before. After resolving on this, and
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